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Preparations start to control ground water at Skinner site
ly Mt Matte

WEST CHESTER TOWN-
SHIP - Eleven 'years after the
U.S. Envirorunental Protection
Agency cloned the Skinner Land-
fill because of toxic waste dumped
there, preparations will begin this
week to shield the landfill to pre-
vent ground water contamination.

Paula Wyrick, administrative
assistant to Township Administra-
tor David Gully, said Judge Her-
man H. Weber, of U.S District
Court in Cincinnati, signed a con-
sent decree approving USEPA
plans to c«p and monitor the site
to prevent any contamination
from leaching out of it.

"We are still waiting lv % final
contingency plan before actual
work (on capping the site) will
begin but they are expected to

start (preparing} the.site and tak-
ing down trees this week. The
plan calls for all wort to be com-
pleted by October," Ms. Wynek
said. The contingency plan, sub-
ject to township review, is expect-
ed any day.

The 7&acre landfiD, off Cincin-
nati-Dayton Road across from
Union Elementary School, abuts
Skinner Creek to the west and the
East Fork of Mill Crack to the
south. Testing indicates no toxic
pollution has threatened the
streams.

For more than half a century,
Skinner was a disposal site for
companies and municipalities. The
waste included toxic chemicals
and construction debris. The EPA
closed it in 1990.

Scott Hansen, the EPA's re-
medial project manager for the

site, said plant call for placing an-
"impenetrable cover" over it,
consisting of a synthetic clay, a
thick, flexible liner art two feet of

•sofl.
It also includes a ground water

collection trench to toe south and
east of the landfill to carry runoff
to a county water treatment facili-
ty, and instillation of wells and
monitoring equipment to ensure
toxic wastes remain contained.

"We are comfortable that this is
the safest thing we can do with it.
If we dig it up, you never know
what we will run into," said Mr.
Hansen, who is based at EPA's
offices in Chicago.

Township Trustee Catherine
Stoker said sta agrees with the
concept.

Ms. Stoker said original plans
to build an incinerator on site to

burn waste* caused community
concern because the site is near
an elementary school, toxic
wastes from off cite could-have
been brought in for incineration,
and only a small percentage of the
waste could be removed for incin-
eration.

"I'm not concerned with the
cap. With today's technology it is
the most sensible way to treat"
the issue, Ms. Stoker said. The
township has assurances it will be
involved ifl. naonjtormg the site,
may have observers on sit* during
the capping process.

The consent degree stipulates
that $3.32 million in cleanup costs
be paid by 53 companies and
several muiudpaliue<, - tated v,
small polluters - who used the
facility.
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